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May 2010
Dear Parent/Carer

You may have heard about a recent newspaper attiatencluded Pontllanfraith C. S. in a group oficols
that are in debt. It stated that we were over 81(BDin the red. This is inaccurate and misleadibereas the
school was in debt in the past, this is no longerdase. Our end of year balance will show thaareecarrying
forward a surplus of funds. Additionally, there Mlile substantial investment during this financiehry to
improve the site. Planned improvements includeaapg the Astroturf, refurbishment of the cantemraaand
some laboratories, and resurfacing walkways.

Pupils from our school are widely recognised faithevels of excellence in music, drama and spe.
competed in the Caerphilly 'V Factor Finals’ lagtak. Our pupils performed to an exceptionally tétaindard
and we won three of the 4 categories. Jack Maimganion ‘Best Musical’ act; Taylor Jones won ‘Best
Musical Contribution’; Lucy Hemms was highly commiex for her vocal performance; Jared Gore was also
highly commended for his arrangement of tunes frousical theatre. We also won the award for ‘Bestrba’
for a performance of ‘The Wizard of Pont’. The astmcluded Jordan Jones, Joe Woodland, Sam Davidge
Smith, Connor Evans, Gemma Marsden and Rebeccal®ey.also wrote the play between them. All our
participants were a credit to the school and wevarg proud of them.

Other recent achievements include:

. Jack Mainwaring - Caerphilly’s Young Musician ottiear
. Lucy Hemms - Caerphilly’s Young Singer of the Year

. Tom Baker - selected to play cricket for Glamorgdirst XI
. Ashton Morgan - County shot putt champion

. Ryan Price - County discus champion

. Sophie Hancocks & Jessica Hopkins - selected fdegander 16 football
. Emily Larsen - starred as Dorothy in The Wizardaf

. Brad Jones & Liam Brown - selected for Wales uriderugby league, both play for the Crusaders
. Leigh Baldwin - selected to participate in a salexpedition

. Ryan Broom - contract with Bristol F.C. and selddier Wales under 14

. Jack Carpenter - representing Wales in the Britsking championship

. Scott Eales - European kick boxing champion

Other successes include over 30 year 9 pupilsmaiiKey Skill qualification in ICT; events attendey our
more able and talented pupils have been many amebyanost notably attending a conference in thedxal
Assembly where they took on the roles of assemldgnbrers for a day; Emily Evans, Emilie Hughes, Ryan
Patterson and Guy Hardwick have been selectedendha residential course to gain Rotary Club Young
Leader’'s Awards. The ski trip and outing to Franeze enjoyed by all who participated. Feedback ftben
hosts commented on the excellent behaviour of imgesits. We are proud of our relationship with cluster
primary schools, and our hall was full to capaeitywo events, where the audience enjoyed two j@ntures,
namely a ‘Music Play Day’ and the ‘Dance Showcase’.

Year 11 pupils will start their study leave on #feernoon of Thursday 20th May after the RoA cereynout
if they require transport home they will attendsl@s 5 as normal. Finally, on behalf of all the fséaifthe
school, may | take this opportunity to say goodltecall pupils taking examinations, and also heishes for
the future to our year 11 leavers.

Yours sincerely
R Davies Headteacher

Wish Network; of Healthy Schonl Sebernes
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